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resort of Kotu. It comes alive at
night with drumming and dance
performances by the pool. With
its cooling Atlantic breeze, this
is a pleasant spot for a cocktail.
Kotu has a number of bars and
restaurants, plus an excellent
beach, while a few miles down the
coast is the larger resort of Kololi,
which offers much more nightlife.
South of the main resort area is the
promisingly-named Paradise Beach.
Apart from some persistent yet good
natured souvenir hawkers, it's a
deserved title; there’s little in
the way of development here. ~ #

Above: A school in The Gambia. Below: A painting
of an elephant created as part of Wide Open Walls

points out many bird species including
the world’s largest heron, the Goliath,
while we also spot green monkeys
stalking the muddy shoreline. Back on
dry land, a group of baboons rushes
round us looking for food scraps.

1f it's wildlife you want, The Gambia
has plenty. The country boasts hippos,
bottlenose dolphins, hyenas,
chimpanzees, monitor lizards and
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children and other subjects. Strangely,
they don’t seem out of place.

Our base in The Gambia is Kombo
Beach, a mid-range family hotel in the

and barracuda. There are
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Take a trip on the river in the Makasutu forest

hundreds of people
here, buying and selling,
pulling boats up onto
the sand, mending nets
and smoking fish. The
vibrant colours of the
boats and the women's
dresses, the sound of
seagulls and raised
voices, and the strong
odour of fish create an
unforgettable feast for
the senses.

Despite the frenetic
activity all around,
there’s still the same
friendly, welcoming atmosphere here
that I've experienced throughout the
trip, and it's little wonder that The
Gambia attracts many repeat visitors
every year. They don't call it the
Smiling Coast for nothing.

The Gambia Experience offers seven
nights at Kombo Beach Hotel from
£499 per person on a bed and
breakfast basis. Price includes return
flights from Gatwick, airport taxes,
tourism levy and airport transfers.
Telephone: 0845 330 2087, web:
www.gambia.co.uk




